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[Summary]
An Essay on Costume Design Education: Notes for Persons Studying Costume
Design

Hiroshi KASHIWAGI

Professor, Musashino Art University

Several key elements should be considered when exploring the question of what design is,
including design of clothing. The following five major elements should be noted.

(1) Design is concerned with pursuing “comfort.”

(2) Design is a continuum of practice whereby people manage nature, tools and devices; it is also
related to technological innovation.

(3) Design involves taste and aesthetic consciousness.

(4) Design reflects differences in regions, occupations and classes (in pre-modern times in
particular).

(5) Design (of clothing) is related to how people dress themselves.

Various other elements may exist, in addition to the above. However, the key concept underlying
design is to explore a more comfortable lifestyle with more freedom and to bring about the
realization of such a lifestyle. I hope that this essay will help to raise questions concerning the
design of clothing and explore the meaning and interpretation of design. It can be argued that to

present an approach like this is also a way of providing education.
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